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old Virginian teacher we have before us the pattern of a life of supreme useful- 
ness, and the highest excellence to which humanity in this life can attain, I 
but echo the conviction of the thousands to whom he has " taught the law and 
the reason thereof." E. G. H. KeAn. 

Lynchburq, Va. 

JUDGE BRISCOE G. BALDWIN. 

Editors Virginia Law Register : 

The subjoined maxims, selected from a number found among my grandfather's 
private papers, seem worthy of preservation, and I contribute them to your 
" Miscellany," together with a brief sketch of their author, in the hope that they 
may prove interesting to the members of the Virginia bar. 

Judge Briscoe Gerard Baldwin, better known as " General Baldwin, of Augusta " 
(having served in the war of 1812), was in his life a model of simplicity, dignity 
and strength of character. He was on the Supreme Bench of Virginia from 
January, 1842, until his death in May, 1852. A vigorous and rather impulsive 
man by disposition, he seems from this manuscript to have been formulating, from 
time to time, a system of rules to make surer for himself all the humanities and 
amenities of judicial and professional conduct. No individual, probably, has con- 
tributed more to the reputation of that tribunal for legal learning, mental acumen 
and correctness of judgment. 

In various lines of investigation decisions pronounced by him, which appear in 
the reports from 12th Leigh to 8th Grattan, have "blazed the way," so to speak, 
and been since regarded as the best expositions of doctrines which have led the 
courts, not of Virginia only, but of all the States, illustrating and ruling new and 
important questions in the jurisprudence of this country. Of such character 
were his opinions on the doctrines of "Fraud per se," "Adversary Possession," 
"Finality of Decrees," etc. He practiced law like a Cicero; except that he 
sought no praise. As counselor and advocate he was among the foremost men of 
his time ; and there were giants in those days. It was before the commercial age 
had come, to rob the profession of its higher ambitions. Like his gifted son, 
John B. Baldwin, who died in 1873, he was a leading type of his generation of 
Virginia lawyers. 

Judge Baldwin was born in the county of Frederick, January 4, 1789. His 
father was Dr. Cornelius Baldwin, of Winchester, a noted surgeon and physician 
of the Revolutionary period. He was graduated with distinction at William and 
Mary, and afterwards continued the study of law with his brother-in-law, Judge 
William Daniel, Sr. He married, in 1812, a daughter of John Brown, first chan- 
cellor of the Staunton district, and resided at Spring Farm, near that town. The 
quaint old mansion built by Hessian prisoners was, in his day, the abode of a de- 
lightful and refined hospitality, of which he was the central spirit. Always a 
systematic worker, in addition to his important practice, he conducted for some 
years, at Staunton, beginning in 1831, a large and successful law school, attended 
by students from many States, his lectures covering the whole body of common 
and statute law and equity. While taking an active part in public affairs, he 
found time to promote social enjoyment about him, and to cultivate his tastes for 
literature, science and philosophy. He was a generous soul, and perhaps benevo- 
lence was his most characteristic feature. Like his friends and contemporaries at 
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the Staunton bar, also notable for ability, Daniel Sheffey, Peyton, Chapman John- 
son and Michie, he was an Episcopal churchman. He served in the constitutional 
convention of 1829-'30, and at different times, with much efficiency, in the legis- 
lature of his State ; but, leader as he was of public opinion, he had no liking for 
political life. As an orator, from his boyhood to his death, he held the palm for 
eloquence, and held it easily in Virginia. There was an irresistible charm about 
him as a speaker. As a lawyer, his close friend and legal associate, Hon. A. H. 
H. Stuart, said this of him : " To great vigor of intellect and scholarly acquire- 
ments he united quick and keen perception, a rich and poetic imagination and 
tender sensibilities, bringing him always into close sympathy with the suffering 
and oppressed. Hence, as an advocate he was not only a powerful reasoner, but 
a polished rhetorician, and a ready and adroit debater, master of every weapon 
useful in assault or defense. His efforts at the bar often displayed a wonderful 
versatility of talent. While instructing and convincing his audience by his logic, 
he would delight them by brilb'ant sallies of wit, keen repartee, pungent sarcasm, 
scorching denunciation of fraud and injustice, splendid declamation and melting 
pathos." To which Mr. Stuart added this testimony: "As citizen, neighbor, 
friend, husband, father, his character was without spot or blemish." 

Staunton, Va. Thomas D. Ranson. 

JUDGE BALDWIN'S RUMS. 

Before looking for law, meditate upon what it ought to be. 

In forming opinions, trust not first impressions, but revolve the matter in your 
mind, examining both sides carefully. 

Be not satisfied until your conviction is strong and clear. 

Distrust any conclusion attained by an elaborate or refined process of reason- 
ing, or a nice balancing of authority. 

In examining the books, look first to the elementary writers, and form an 
opinion if you can upon them, turning to cases to remove doubts still remaining, 
or for citation or comment. 

Prepare no more long opinions. 

In drawing opinions, seize the strong points and content yourself with a few of 
the most cogent arguments, such as to produce conviction by their intrinsic force. 

Be certain of correctness, both in matter and manner. 

Never from the bench, or in conference or conversation, throw out a crude 
impression. 

Avoid all eccentricities of opinion, conduct or deportment. 

Adopt no opinions of others without examination. 

Avoid disputing authority, but elude what is unreasonable. 

Examine every question upon principle. 

Indulge not in sarcasms or ridicule. 

Strive not for ascendency, but be content with conscious superiority or equality 
or inferiority. 

Be tender in all respects of the feelings of others. 

Adapt your suggestions to the capacity of others and their modes of thinking. 

Trust not lightly legal principles, reasoning or authorities. 

Preserve perfect self-possession. 



